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Summary ‘A House without à Fence, in the Windward of the Clashes 
of Civilizations”, Arabic version 2006, Revised: 2011 


CA House without a Frence” referred to the shaky Lebanon. The 
author reveals, in the book’s preamble, his fear for his country: “I came to 


believe, like too many others that the painful incidents of the years 1975- 
1990, in the Lebanon, have gone forever with no possible recurrence. We 
seem to be awfully wrong, as the sad history may, at any time, repeat itself 
in a more dramatic and fierce way. Whoever was saved from those dark 
days lived to tell unbelievable tales. ‘To mention, but not to repeat” as the 


saying goes. What if it really starts anew? 
He adds: “On the face of it,the book had dealt with general related 


issues, starting with the clashes of World civilizations ‘”, particularly 
Islamic and Christian, their realities; causes and inescapability; analyzing 
the different fences on which individuals and groups rely for support and 
protection and updating on religion, civil state and religious extremisms. 

Deep down, the book looks to Lebanon, as a country weakened by 
confessionalism; decimated by divisions and external interferences; 
reaching the edge of the abyss and cannot be saved except through an 
awakened laicity (secularism); and the open minded and tolerant confes- 
sions and sects. 

In addition to the dedication and preamble, the book comprises twen- 
ty - chapters and associated references, with particular emphasis on the 
following topics: 

The clashes of civilizations & Samuel Huntington. Perspectives and 
Realities. The complementation of civilizations 

The end of history & Francis Fukuyama 

° The dialogue of cultures 

eIn a World disfigured by injustice, the numbers talk 

°The multiple fences: Family, tribal, political party, religious, social, 
governmental, institutional, regional and international fences 

e The new spirit of religion - Women half of society 


\vo 


e Religious fundamentalism - The birth of human bombs, terrorism and 
counter terrorism 

e Secularism and Islam 

e À house without a fence: Lebanon. Diversity of confessions and cultures 
in Lebanon, a blessing or a calamity??? 

The role of the media / anarchy of absolute freedom 

We want Lebanon a house solidly fenced. Is there a way??? 

The author admits: ‘I have felt a compelling urge to write this essay (or 
whatever you wish to name it). I have tried hard to avert myself from 
entering a tunnel not knowing where it would lead, and to discuss a sub- 
ject of knowledge outside my line and profession. My only excuse was, 
and is still, a dedicated attempt and an honest endeavor, with no hidden 
purpose, nor a shady goal, except my fear for the fate my country. 
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1) The clashes of civilizations and the remaking of the world order by 
Samuel. P. Huntington - 1997. 

2) A history of the Arab peoples, by Albert Hourani - 1991. 

3) My life,by President Bill Clinton - 2004. 

4) Le point sur le Liban, par Gerard Figuie - 1994. 

5) L’inconnu de l’Elysée, par Pierre Péan - 2007. 

6) The end of history and the last man, by Francis Fukuyama - 1989. 

7) Palestine: peace not apartheid, by President Jimmy Carter - 2006. 

8) Ces malades qui nous gouvernent, par Pierre Accoce et Dr. Pierre 
Rentchnick. 
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